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STORYKNIFE
WHO WE ARE

Overlooking Cook Inlet and the heart-
stopping grandeur of the Aleutian Mountain
Range, Storyknife Writers Retreat, a literary
nonprofit located in Homer, Alaska, hosts
residencies for women from Alaska, across
the United States, and internationally. Our
mission is to give women writers the time
and space to explore their craft without
distraction. Storyknife provides women with
a community to support their efforts, lifting
their voices.

Storyknife provides residencies for six women
writers each month, April through October.
Each woman has a private cabin with work
and living space. The cohort gathers each
evening for a communal meal prepared by
our chef. Lunches are delivered to their
doors.

The women writers of Storyknife form a
community that supports them long after
they return to their daily lives.

From the time it opened in 2016 to the end of
the 2024 season, Storyknife has hosted one-
hundred and eighty-three women writers in
residency. 843 women applied in 2024 for the
2025 residency season, amplifying the need
for women to have the time and space to
devote to their writing.

Mission:
Give women writers the time and space to
explore their craft without distraction

Core Values:
Cultural impact (women’s views, culture of
women, within Native Alaska and
Indigenous culture, writing as real job,
culture of writers)
Validation (acknowledged, empowered,
lifting women’s voice’s, nurturing)
Supportive (grow things, the way we treat
our community in Homer and in the
communities they go back to)
Openness (sense of coming to Alaska, and
sense of working on things, landscape,
possibilities, experiment, try new things,
have a bigger vision, last frontier,
explorer)

Long-term Definitions of Success by 2028:
Writers someday say, “I went to Storyknife
and my whole life changed.”

MISSION
AND VISION



Here is what a few women writers had to say 
about their time at Storyknife:

2024 YEAR IN REVIEW

In 2024, fifty-two women writers were in residence during the months April through
October. They came from twenty-one different US states and two provinces in
Canada.

Storyknife’s organizational reach was approximately 325 individuals. 
Fifty-two women in residency at Storyknife, April through October
Twenty-eight in free writing classes offered by writers in residence
245 attending seven months of Live from Storyknife, free, online readings
featuring each month’s writers in residence

Storyknife writers in residence in 2024 were:
26% fiction writers, 24% creative nonfiction and memoir writers, 24% poets, 12%
playwrights and screenwriters, 8% children’s literature writers, and 6% writers in
other genres.
10% Alaska Native, 16% Asian, 18% Black, 17% Indigenous, 16% Latina, 4% two or
more, 17% white, and 2% other. 
8% aged 21-29, 54% aged 30-49, 34% aged 50-69, and 4% aged 70 and up. 

                              The Storyknife magic is real! The beauty, the sense of calm and                        
                              repose, and the welcomed jolt of creative energy and freedom felt
                             like a once in a lifetime experience. I never knew a place like this
                            was possible. From the moment I arrived, I was welcomed by a
                          group of extraordinary women working to care and uplift the voices
                       of women writers, especially historically marginalized voices. Again   
                 and again, I was told: “Your words brought you here. Your voice matters.”
I felt so overwhelmingly grateful, I couldn’t help but cry.

This residency was nothing short of a safe haven for this writer’s soul. It was a place
to rest, abide, be and create. And I’m so grateful for the opportunity to be here, in
community, honoring the gift of story. 
~ Mayra Cuevas



I felt cared for in every direction I turned while in residency. I was 
nourished by my cabin's view of the bay and volcanoes, the way 
the light danced and changed so dramatically, the incredible 
meals, and the spaciousness of my days, open to fill with whatever 
project was calling my attention. I left Storyknife feeling so affirmed 
in my work and my voice and in my decision to pursue the sometimes 
lonely and often discouraging path of being a writer and artist. The care 
I felt at Storyknife carries me through hours of editing and revising, reminding me
that this work is worth it. 
~ Selene Ross

                             My residency at Storyknife was a dream come true. The lush green
                              landscape, the omnipresent wildlife, and the remarkable        
                              hospitality fueled my creative spirit. For twenty-eight glorious
                            days, I wrote my heart out. I felt like a curandera, casting spells in
                           my little cabin—the creative ideas sprouting like fireweed, the 
                        ancestors speaking through me, breathing words into my novel’s 
                    characters. The greatest gift Storyknife gave me is permission to write   
           and be a writer. As a first gen, bilingual Chicanx woman of humble, immigrant
origins, I had always felt sheepish identifying as a “writer.” I don’t think I had ever
called myself that without flinching, despite having a Ph.D. and several publications
under my belt. Storyknife healed me from past colonial writing traumas. After
Storyknife, I am proud to call myself a writer, and now, more than ever, I am
determined to finish my novel. 
-Victoria Bañales

Storyknife is a magical gift to women writers. I have yet to fully 
process the profound impact of attending, but know it will unfurl 
over time and throughout my writing life. Storyknife offers 
relentless support to the women in residence, ensuring your 
ability to focus on the work you want to accomplish, with ample 
time and opportunities to engage with a community of women 
writers--your peers--from across the globe. I particularly appreciated 
the careful attention to the diversity of the writers selected to participate--
supporting the voices less often heard/published/attended to is one of the most
important aspects of Storyknife. My experience at Storyknife is in my blood and will
continue to circulate, I'm sure, for my entire writing career. It's an honour to call
myself part of the Storyknife family. Maarsii (thank you in the Michif language).
~Lisa Bird-Wilson
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01/19/25
Cash Basis

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
AKUSA Checking 812
AKUSA Savings
Deferred Maintenance Savings
Petty Cash
Schwab Investment General
Schwab Investment Reserve

Total Checking/Savings

Total Current Assets

Fixed Assets
Building Construction
Building Design/Engineering
Furnishings/Equipt- cabins
Furniture and Equipment-office

Furn and equipt- accum deprec
Furniture and Equipment-office - Other

Total Furniture and Equipment-office

Land

Total Fixed Assets

Other Assets
Marketable Securities
Organization costs

Org. Costs- Accum amort.
Organization costs - Other

Total Organization costs

Start-Up Costs
Start Up costs- accum amort
Start-Up Costs - Other

Total Start-Up Costs

Utility deposits

Total Other Assets

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity

Net Assets
Unrestricted Net Assets
Net Income

Total Equity

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Dec 31, 24

2, 113,207. 90

2, 113,207. 90

Page 1

737,162.19
1, 297,547. 82

78,497.89

2, 113,207. 90

195,875.81
10,606.19
16,956.44

278. 33
324,385.30
328,306.47

876,408.54

876,408.54

937,818.79
44,561.75
69,065.31

-449.96
681. 71

231. 75

177,700.00

1, 229,377. 60

-5,176.33

-449.02
850. 00

400. 98

-7,350.00
15,750.00

8,400.00

3,797.11

7,421.76

Storyknife Writers Retreat
Balance Sheet

As of December 31, 2024
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01/19/25
Cash Basis

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Grants
Individ, Business Contributions

Program Income

Program Service Fees

Total Program Income

Total Income

Expense
Endowment Contribution
Bank Service Fees
Contract Services

Accounting Fees

Total Contract Services

Development Expense
Dues and Fees
Facilities and Equipment

Equip Rental and Maintenance
Facility Equipment

Total Facilities and Equipment

Insurance
Insurance - Liability, D and O
Payroll Expenses

Postage, Mailing Service
Program Expense

Resident Food
Resident Stipend
Resident Supplies - Other
Submission Fees
Program Expense - Other

Total Program Expense

Su ppli es
Office Supplies
Supplies - Other

Total Supplies

Taxes and Licenses
Telephone, Telecommunications
Transportation

Car Insurance
Car Repairs
Gas
Transportation - Other

Total Transportation

Travel, M eetin gs,Conferen ce, Co n

Utilities

Total Expense

Net Ordinary Income

Jan - Dec 24

Page 1

24,000.00
252,287.14

31,159.43

31,159.43

307,446.57

2,500.00
78.50

2,575.00

2,575.00

1,517.04
864. 80

10,133.51
3,362.80

13,496.31

10,000.00
8,349.00

155,799.77

203. 14

38,066.38
14,250.00
2,780.88
5,872.50

26.30

60,996.06

710. 11
129. 28

839. 39

1,129.95
2,817.23

1,884.00
21.63

243. 62
25.00

2,174.25

2,814.58

3,062.48

269,217.50

38,229.07

Storyknife Writers Retreat
Profit & Loss

January through December 2024
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SUPPORT WOMEN WRITERS
As a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, Storyknife
Writers’ Retreat is funded by several streams of
income: grants from foundations, individual
donations, and revenue from applicant
submissions. 

Storyknife depends on a community that share
the vision that women writers deserve the time
and space to devote to their craft. There are so
many ways that individuals and organizations can
help. We appreciate all levels of giving.

Individual donors can make a huge impact. Tax-
deductible donations can be given online at
www.storyknife.org and via check to Storyknife at
PO Box 75, Homer, AK 99603. Our online donation
system allows you to make recurring donations as
well. Monthly donations make budgeting easier
for both the donor and the recipient.

Make a Bequest and Leave a Legacy of Art and
Community, the Heritage Club of Storyknife

For those looking to play an important role in
securing Storyknife’s future, a planned or
deferred gift is the ultimate way to help.

By establishing a planned gift with Storyknife, you
become a Storyknife Visionary, one of a group of
donors who have provided for Storyknife in their
will or other estate plans.

Planned gifts not only benefit Storyknife, but they
can also greatly benefit you through tax savings.
Please contact us if you would like to learn more
about this option.

Storyknife is an IRS-certified 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation. EIN#: 90-0863403
 Your donation is fully deductible.


